14. Are your meetings for church affairs
held in a spirit of worship and in
dependence on the guidance of God?
Remember that we do not seek a
majority decision nor even consensus.
As we wait patiently for divine
guidance our experience is that the
right way will open and we shall be led
into unity.

Dear Friends! Do you enjoy that
relaxed time following First Day
worship when we sip coffee or tea,
have a cookie or two, and chat about
all those things that matter to
us? That refreshment hour is made
possible by individual Friends making
the effort to come a little early,
bringing some goodies, to set up the
coffee maker and the cups and spoons
and sugar and so on, and cleaning up
afterwards, almost always with other
volunteers to help. Right now we
don't have anyone to do that for
future Sundays! Given the Friends we
have who regularly attend, if we all
signed up for that loving service, each
of us would only have to sign up once
every 3 months or so.

Those of us who do sign up are doing so
more often than that, to keep it
happening. Think about whether this is a
service you could perform once in a
while, and please, please, put your name
on the new coffee duty sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board at Meeting. If you
haven't done this before and want some
advice on just what to do, you can
contact
Bev <beverly_shepard@sympatico.ca> or
Janis<jsmuller3@cogeco.ca> to find out,
though most of it is obvious, and the
coffee-making instructions are posted on
the fridge. We need you!

January 14th – Potluck lunch and
presentation: Ahmad Kanji of Toronto
MM will talk to us about cultural
expectations and insights regarding
Syrian families, for
our Sunday afternoon potluck. Three
members of the refugee support
group at Barton Stone Church, which
is sponsoring relatives of our
sponsored family, will join us as our
guests
January 28th – We will have a brown
bag lunch and hear a presentation by
Nuor Nawabeet of Wesley Urban
Ministries on things we need to know
to care for our sponsored refugee
family appropriately in regard to the
agencies and services in the Hamilton
area.
February 4th -- Meeting for Worship
for Business, following worship
February 11 -- brown bag lunch and
further discussion with Ray
Cunnington: "The Power of Cultures" - the influence of families on children.

WE NEED PHOTOS!
Friends, each year Canadian Yearly
Meeting starts off with an evening of
celebration, and one of the things we
celebrate is ourselves. Caroline Parry
puts together a slide show of photos
from the Meetings and Worship
Groups across the country, and we all
get to see what we've been up to. I've
made a couple of requests for pictures
of our activities, but so far I've only
received one, Laurel Gugler presenting
"A Piece of Forever" at our September
retreat at NeeKauNis.

Did you take pictures of the Christmas
presentation? At one of the memorial
meetings? The Thanksgiving feast? Or
anything else we've been doing? If so,
PLEASE send them to me
at beverly_shepard@sympatico.ca. I'll
collate them and get them to
Caroline. We're a great group -- let's
show off a little!
- Submitted by Bev Shepard

The Cambridge Worship Group will meet at 2 pm on Friday January 26 at Carol
Leigh and Glenna's house. All are welcome. Please contact Carol Leigh
at clwehking@gmail.com if you wish to participate.

A Creative Version of Psalm 1
1. God’s peace is known not by humans
Who trudge in deserts of acquisitive deceit, and
Who are trapped by subversive choices.
2. Divine Presence is found when the Beloved
Listens to God’s soul-reviving beckoning.
3. God’s love is as powerful as an artesian well spring,
And as restorative as spiritual cure.
Harvesters of nourishing ingathering obey
the Spirit, and flourish in transcendent abundance.
4. Humans, trapped in selfishness are like scythed wheat
strewn by merciless winds.
5. God knows that the way of unrighteousness leads to
alienation.
6. God knows and accepts the Beloved intimately, but
forsakes those who choose to disobey God’s
Holy Ordinances.

Sheldon H. Clark

Psalm 122
A song of ascents. Of David.
A Pilgrim’s Encounter with Jerusalem

1 I felt blessed when the family of God said to me, “Let us pray together in
God’s temple.”
2 Our pilgrim journey brought us to Jerusalem, God’s enjoined community.
3 We experienced Jerusalem as a spiritual compact.
4 God’s family ascended toward the celebration of spiritual unity with
praise and thanksgiving.
5 For it is in Jerusalem, the home of David, where God’s family finds justice,
peace, and truth.
6 God’s family prays that God’s family be led into harmonious accord and
find contentment, well-being, love, security, and serenity.
7 We pray as one for God’s loving-kindness to pervade everyone,
everywhere, and in everything.
8 We pray to God for God’s love to transform us, so that collectively we
may truly say, “Peace be within you.”
9 God’s family prays to God for its communal welfare and for God’s mercy,
love, truth, and peace.

Sheldon H. Clark

