42. We do not own the world, and its
riches are not ours to dispose of at will.
Show a loving consideration for all
creatures, and seek to maintain the
beauty and variety of the world. Work
to ensure that our increasing power
over nature is used responsibly, with
reverence for life. Rejoice in the
splendour of God’s continuing creation.

April 1 Louise
April 8 Shirla and Wilf
April 15 Glenna
April 22 Woodsides
April 29 _______
May 6 _______
May 13 Christina
May 20 ______
May 27 Wilf and Shirla

April 21, Saturday-- Two
memorials: 1:30 at the Scottish Rite
Temple in Hamilton, a memorial service
for David Corbett. 2:00 at Yonge St.
Meeting House in Newmarket, a
Memorial Meeting for Bert Ross.
April 22, Sunday -- Called Meeting to
approve the State of Society report,
followed by helping with Cootes
Watershed restoration work, led by our
First Day School kids
April 29, Sunday -- Pelham Half-Yearly
Meeting at Norwich Meeting House, to
which we are invited. CYM's new
Secretary will be presenting.
May 6, Sunday -- Meeting for Worship
for Business
May 12, Saturday -- new date for the
HMM Spring Retreat: "What Canst Thou
Say?" at Cedar Haven, home of Bev and
Robbie Shepard

HALF-YEARLY MEETING
At Toronto Monthly Meeting
Welcoming the Stranger: Candles in the Window
Friday 1 June – Saturday 2 June 2018
We invite you to Toronto Monthly Meeting for the first of the year’s Half-Yearly Meetings.
“Welcoming” and “Our Spiritual Journey as Community” are themes for this year’s HalfYearly Meetings, and will focus on building and nurturing community.

Courtesy Queries
Courtesy Queries are questions friends and seekers need to address with the same
compunction as they might review more traditional Quaker Queries.
Meeting for Worship
1. Do I actively strive to be aware of and intentionally pray for the physical,
emotional, social, and spiritual condition of others in our Meeting for
Worship?
a. Am I aware of any special needs older people, younger people, and
in-between folks may have as the Meeting settles into worship?
b. Beforehand, do I introduce myself to those who are new to the
Meeting, ask if they are familiar with Friends ways, briefly answer
any questions, and invite them to join the gathering Meeting?
c. Am I cordial toward everyone?

2. Do I actively contribute to helping others feel accepted and valued by their
presence in the Meeting for Worship?
a. Am I mindful that the Meeting for Worship is Spirit-led?
b. Do I discipline myself to remember that other worshippers are also
engaged in quiet meditation, are testing their leadings in the Light,
and are engaged in the process of listening to the Spirit?
c. When I do present vocal ministry does it reflect Spirit-led devotion
to revealed Truth?
Meeting for Business
1. Do I participate in the Meeting for Worship for Business with the same sense
of Spirit-led attention I try to bring to the Meeting for Worship?
a. Am I respectful to listen to the Clerk as the matters before the
Business Meeting are introduced?
b. Do I wait for thoughtful silence to embrace each agenda item and
the subsequent commentary and points of view that may arise?
c. Am I sensitive to sit in supportive silence as the Presiding Clerk seeks
to express the Sense of the Meeting, and then for the Recording
Clerk to compose a thoughtful Minute reflecting that Sense for
approval?
2. Am I prepared to step aside from pursuing personal preferences on a matter
in favor of the Business Meeting taking duly considered action as expressed
and recorded by the clerks and approved?
3. Do I bring an attitude of gratitude to the Meeting for Worship for Business,
especially toward those who have been appointed to oversee the business
affairs of the Meeting as well as toward the others who are in supportive
attendance?
Sheldon H. Clark
P.S. Please develop your own Courtesy Queries.

QUAKERS
If you are wondering what God may be,
Looking for a purpose in life,
Craving company, or seeking solitude,
Come to our Meeting for worship.
We shall not ask you to speak or sing,
We shall not ask you what you believe,
We shall simply offer you our friendship,
And a chance to sit quietly and think.
And perhaps somebody will speak,
And perhaps somebody will read,
And perhaps somebody will pray,
And perhaps you will find here
That what you are seeking.
We are not saints,
We are not cranks,
We are not differentExcept that we believe
That God’s light is in all persons,
Waiting to be discovered.
-Submitted by Reuven Kitai

Bequest to Hamilton Monthly Meeting (HMM) from David Corbett
Dear Friends,
HMM received a sizeable bequest in the form of a cheque for $30,000 from the Estate of David Corbett earlier this year. This
very generous sum is in addition to the $20,000 we received to help pay for the new roof.
A small working group consisting of Darlene James, Don Woodside and Wilf Ruland is considering how best HMM could
make use of this very generous gift to us from David. If you have any suggestions you would like us to consider, please send
any one of us an e-mail or give us a call at your convenience any time prior to April 30, 2018.
Thanks,
Darlene James
(905) 627-3914
jamesdarlene528@gmail.com
Wilf Ruland (Treasurer, HMM)
(905) 648-1296
deerspring1@gmail.com
Done Woodside
(905) 627-7930
donwoodside@gmail.com

Clearing
by Martha Postlethwaite
Do not try to serve
the whole world
or do anything grandiose.
Instead, create
a clearing
in the dense forest
of your life
and wait there
patiently,
until the song
that is yours alone to sing
falls into your open cupped hands
and you recognize and greet it.
Only then will you know
how to give yourself
to the world
so worthy of rescue.
-Submitted by Darlene James

Cambridge Worship Group is meeting @ 2 pm on the 27 April. The venue this month
is 64 Wellington Street, Cambridge, the home of Christina Edwards and Gail Hill. All
welcome. Please let Christina know if you plan to attend The phone# is 519-7408889 and email cmeedwards@rogers.com

Dear Friends,
I am writing to ask you to consider possibly providing some modest assistance to a
member of our sponsored refugee family.
Most of our sponsored family of Syrian refugees are in Istanbul Turkey, still waiting
for the Canadian Embassy in Ankara to finish processing our applications to have
them come to Hamilton. Three members of the family (Mamdoha, her daughter
Nisreen, and her toddler granddaughter Laila) have been accepted as refugees by
the Canadian government and we are supporting their ongoing living costs through
funding from our Meeting.
Mamdoha’s husband Subhi is still stuck back in Syria, and his application is under
review. Because he has not yet been accepted as a refugee by the Canadian
government, we can not provide him with funding from our Meeting. Instead a
small number of us have been supporting his living costs through private
donations. I am writing today to request that any of you who have a little bit to
spare join us in supporting Subhi.
I am coordinating the collection of funds, and their transfer to Subhi. I am keeping
comprehensive records of donations made and funds sent, and will be issuing
receipts to those who have made donations. Unfortunately these receipts are
simply a record of money received - they are not tax receipts (because these funds
are private donations being used to support Subhi during this time when we can not
use Meeting’s funds to assist him).
We are hoping that the family’s ordeal doesn’t last much longer. We heard from
Subhi that the Canadian Embassy had been in touch with him and had him fill out
and send them a number of forms. So things are moving, but unfortunately more
slowly than we would like. In the meantime, our support assists Subhi with costs of
rent, food, and medications.
If you are able to assist, please contact me by phone or e-mail.
Thanks, Wilf Ruland
(905) 648-1296
deerspring1@gmail.com

Chrystia Freeland,
Minister of Foreign Affairs
House of Commons
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0A6

Dear Minister Freeland,
On Friday March 30 crowds gathered at the border fence separating Israel and Gaza.
Smaller groups of protesters rushed forward throwing stones and burning tires. In
response, the Israeli Defence Forces fired upon the marchers. This scene has since
been repeated. The New York Times reports 31 Palestinians have died so far. Well
over a thousand have been recovering from wounds. While not new, such violence
is disproportionate to the circumstances. We weep for the killed, injured, and their
families.
Since at least 1978, Canadian Friends (Quakers) have expressed their concern for
the sufferings of the Palestinian and Israeli peoples. This suffering has gone on too
long and cannot continue. We are aware that Israel was born out of horrific violence
perpetrated on the Jews and that Palestinians were not the perpetrators. We know
that both Israelis and Palestinians have committed acts of violence against each
other. We are also aware of the huge inequality of power between them.
As a people of faith, we challenge all people, and particularly people of faith, not to
put their trust in military solutions but to open themselves to the Spirit of Love,
which counsels a path of nonviolence. Such a path recognizes the dignity of all
peoples and seeks solutions to conflict by just and peaceful means. We believe that
strategies of nonviolence that have characterized much of the Palestinian resistance
to the occupation, are ethically sound, and ultimately the only fruitful way to
overcome oppression. We trust the most recent killing and wounding of so many
Palestinians will engender a deeper resolve by Palestinian activists and their Israeli
allies to work together even harder in their mutual quest for justice and peace.

Minister, lethal force is being used in situations where reasonable observers would
consider it unwarranted. We call on Canada to condemn such grave violations of
human rights. We call on Canada to champion an independent inquiry into what
happened, assessing too the general methods of crowd control used by the Israeli
military. We are deeply concerned by the apparent situation of Israel employing
crowd control methods that systematically violate human rights, and exporting such
methods to Canada through military and law enforcement trainings. We are further
concerned that Canada sells weapons to Israel. Weapons made in Canada may well
be used in rights abuses, and in killing unarmed civilians. As such, we repeat our
urgent calls for Canada, as it accedes to the Arms Trade Treaty, to cease selling
weapons to human rights abusers. We look forward to your response to these
pressing concerns.
In Friendship,
Derek Nice
Clerk, Canadian Friends Service Committee (Quakers)
cc
Justin Trudeau, Prime Minister
Andrew Scheer, Conservative Party of Canada
Jagmeet Singh, New Democratic Party
Elizabeth May, Green Party of Canada
Martine Ouellet, Bloc Québécois
Marwan Tabbara, Chair, Canada-Palestine Parliamentary Friendship Group
Download this open letter in PDF. Learn more about CFSC’s concern for a just peace
in Israel/Palestine
-Submitted by Paul Dekar

50th Anniversary of MLK, Jr.’s death, 4 April 1968, McMaster University Paul R. Dekar
I begin by acknowledging we are on traditional lands of the Anishnaabe and
Haudenosaunee Peoples, situated on Haldimand Tract land promised to Six Nations.
December 10, 1964, during his Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, Martin Luther
King, Jr., inveighed against three evils: racism, poverty, and militarism. Dr. King returned to
the theme on April 4, 1967, a year to the day before his assassination. In an address to
Clergy and Laity Concerned gathered in New York City, during which expressed growing
opposition to the Johnson administration’s war escalation in Vietnam, Dr. King said,
I am convinced that if we are to get on the right side of the world revolution, we as a
nation must undergo a radical revolution of values. We must rapidly begin the shift
from a “thing-oriented” society to a “person-oriented” society. When machines and
computers, profit motives and property rights, are considered more important than
people, the giant triplets of racism, extreme materialism, and militarism are
incapable of being conquered.i
At the time, Dr. King and his colleagues were recruiting poor people for a proposed
2nd March on Washington. In February 1968, garbage collectors in Memphis, Tennessee
went on strike. In words of the late Reverend Billy Kyles, a key organizer, sanitation workers
were “two steps above slavery” with long hours, no benefits, no restrooms along their
routes, and no place to stop and eat their lunches. They were paid $1.80 an hour (just
above the minimum wage) or in the case of crew chiefs, $2.10/hour. But if it rained, they
were not paid. On February 1st, 35-year old Echole Cole and 29-year old Robert Walker died
due to electrical shortages in the compressor of a trash-mashing machine.ii
Dr. King understood the strike of sanitation workers for a living wage as raising
questions about the triple axis of evil: why should there be hunger and deprivation in any
land, in any city, or at any table when there are resources and know-how to provide
everyone with basic necessities of life? How can we generate a true revolution of values

that will lead people to strive to overcome the glaring contrast of poverty and wealth? How
can the United States fund an overseas war at a time when vast numbers of the country’s
population live without adequate housing or other necessities of life? Do people recognize
that they depend on more than half of the world? Dr. King said,
It really boils down to this: that all life is interrelated. We are all caught in an
inescapable network of mutuality … Whatever affects one directly, affects all
indirectly. We are made to live together because of the interrelated structure of
reality. Did you ever stop to think that you can’t leave for your job in the morning
without being dependent on most of the world? You get up in the morning and go to
the bathroom and reach over for the sponge, and that’s handed to you by a Pacific
islander. You reach for a bar of soap, and that’s given to you at the hands of a
Frenchman. And then you go into the kitchen to drink your coffee for the morning,
and that’s poured into your cup by a South American. And maybe you want tea:
that’s poured into your cup by a Chinese. Or maybe you’re desirous of having cocoa
for breakfast, and that’s poured into your cup by a West African. And then you reach
over for your toast, and that’s given to you at the hands of an English-speaking
farmer, not to mention the baker. And before you finish eating breakfast in the
morning, you’ve depended on more than half the world. This is the way our universe
is structured, this is its interrelated quality. We aren’t going to have peace on Earth
until we recognize this basic fact of the interrelated structure of all reality.iii
March 18, during one of three visits to Memphis, Dr. King sensed the mood of an
enthusiastic crowd of 17,000. “We are tired of being at the bottom.” “Yes” they roared.
“Now is the time…power is the ability to achieve purpose. Power is the ability to affect
change…you may have to escalate the struggle a bit. If they [city council and Mayor Loeb]
keep refusing to recognize the union … you ought to have a general work stoppage….”
Dr. King reminded his audience that the person who picks up garbage was as
essential to the health of society as the physician. Reflecting on posters carried by
marchers, “I am a man,” Dr. King highlighted their demand that Memphis respect the
dignity of labor. “So often we overlook the worth and significance of those who are not in
the professional jobs, in the so called big jobs, but let me say to you tonight, that whenever

you are engaged in work that serves humanity, for the building of humanity, it has dignity
and it has worth.”iv
During the first march, militants called the Invaders, impatient with Dr. King, were
unimpressed. After some disruption the National Guard was called in. Resolved not to
concede to voices decrying nonviolence, Dr. King talked with some in the group who
assured cooperation. Against advice, Dr. King agreed to return.
I believe Dr. King envisioned contributing to that day when youngsters will learn
words they will not understand. Children from India will ask, what is hunger? Children from
Alabama will ask, what is racial segregation? Children from Hiroshima will ask, what is the
atomic bomb? To which we might add, when will First Nations peoples receive justice?
When, as symbolized by a wristband I have worn since 2005, will poverty be history? Why
do virtually 50% of the world’s population subsist on less than US$2/day?v One day, I
believe, you will say, hunger, poverty, racism, segregation, war: these words are no longer
used--like stage coach or slavery, words no longer meaningful, they have been listed as
archaic or removed from dictionaries.
Dr. King returned to Memphis on April 3. The next day, he died striving to make his
dream a reality.
In 1986, I visited Dr. King’s home in Atlanta at a ceremony marking the first King
federal holiday in the United States. I committed to “Living the Dream.” It remains an
exceedingly relevant pledge. If you can, I encourage you to share it with me. “I pledge to
make Canada and the world a place where equality and justice, freedom and peace will
grow and flourish. I commit to living the dream by loving, not hating, showing
understanding, not anger, making peace, not war.”
i

“A Time to Break Silence,” A Testament of Hope. The Essential Writings of Martin Luther King, Jr., ed. James Washington (San
Francisco, 1986) 240.
ii
Taylor Branch, At Canaan’s Edge. America in the King Years 1965-68 (New York, 2006) 719 April Smith Carpenter, “Youth
during the 1968 Sanitation Strike,” Memphis Theological Seminary Journal 44 (2008) 15. Billy Kyles was one of those gathered
at the Lorraine Motel where Dr. King was shot.
iii
A Knock at Midnight., ed Clayborne Carson and Peter Holleran (New York, 1998) 87-88
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https://digital.library.wayne.edu/iamaman/panel8
v
Christian Century, 31 January 2018, p. 7.

