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Do you welcome the diversity of culture, language and 
expressions of faith in our yearly meeting and in the world 
community of Friends?  Seek to increase your 
understanding and to gain from this rich heritage and 
wide range of spiritual insights.  Uphold your own and 
other yearly meetings in your prayers.

Advices and Queries #16
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Upcoming Events and Announcements  

Meeting for Worship will enter silence at 10:30 a.m.  The Clerks will try to open 
the Zoom space by 10:20 to allow people a time to chat and settle in before 
worship begins. We have resumed in-person worship at the Meeting House.  You
must complete the Indoor Worship Waiver and agree to its terms and conditions
(only once)  before you attend.  It is available from Wilf Ruland 
(deerspring1@gmail.com).

November 18 the Canadian Friends’ Service Committee is holding an event 
called “Tales of Peaceful Protest” from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.  For more information, or
to register, please go to https://quakerservice.ca/news/free-event-tales-of-
peaceful-protest/

The Reading group will finish studying Richard Wagamese’s book One Drum on 
Sunday, November 21 from 3 to 4 p.m. in our Zoom space.  This session will 
cover the last section of the book, from pages 151 to the end.  Please contact 
Shirla (shirla766@gmail.com) to be added to the participant list.

The Peace and Social Action Committee will meet on Wednesday, November 24, 
at 7 p.m.  Meetings will remain virtual, in our Zoom space, for the time being.  
Chris Hitchcock will be offering a 90 minute En-ROADS workshop during this 
meeting. The En-ROADS Climate Workshop helps build support for strategies to
address climate change via interactive testing of the cutting-edge simulation 
model En-ROADS, created by Climate Interactive and MIT Sloan (enroads.org). 

In the workshop, participants propose climate solutions such as energy 
efficiency, carbon pricing, fossil fuel taxes, reducing deforestation, and carbon 
dioxide removal. The facilitator then tests these approaches using En-ROADS so 
that participants can see the impact on global temperature and other factors.  
Join us to experience what it’s like to create your own climate future using 
grounded conversations; the resulting experience is hopeful, scientifically-
grounded, action-oriented, and eye-opening.  This event is open to everyone, 
including people in the meeting as well as friends and family who might be 
interested.  Please contact Paul Dekar (pdekar@cogeco.ca) if you would like to 
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be sent the link for this meeting.  Participation in this workshop does not 
commit you to ongoing involvement in the PSAC.

December 5 will be our next Meeting for Worship for Business.  The meeting will
be held at 1:00 p.m. in our Zoom Meeting space, unless the Meeting House Re-
opening Committee advises otherwise.  Email will be sent inviting members and 
attenders to this meeting.

It is time to start thinking about Half Yearly Meeting in the spring!  It is our turn
to host, so there will be tasks from cleaning and set up, to programming and 
presentations!  Please contact Alice Preston or Chris Hitchcock if you would like 
to be involved.

Selena Middleton invites you to read her story in Friends Journal’s November 
edition, dedicated to Quaker speculative fiction.  You can find it here:  
www.friendsjournal,org/the-silent-confirmation-of-a-notable-thing/
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A Note of Thanks

My name is Marsha Hubber, and I am a member of Barton Stone – Mt. 
Hope United Church.  I joined the Refugee Committee several years ago, to help 
bring a Syrian family of four to Hamilton.  It took more than 6 years for the 
family to finally arrive.  This committee originally was supported by five 
churches and also by many other individuals.

In recent years your Society of Friends has helped us, when we had lost 
some of our members and we needed this support.  This was a big help.

One of our duties on the Housing Sub-Committee, was to find temporary 
housing when the family first arrived from the airport.  This was a very stressful 
time for the family and our entire committee.  The Quaker Friends had 
welcomed the family this past September and provided them with a safe and 
comfortable place to stay while they started to settle in Canada.  This gave us 
some well needed time to find an apartment that we hope will be a great fit for 
them for the next year.

We want to say a huge thank you to all of you for your generosity and of 
course a big thank you to Wilf and Shirla, who have supported us in many ways 
during this time.

The Newcomers Committee are very grateful to you for this wonderful gift.
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Autumn Promises
by Beverly Shepard

Here lie God’s promises upon the autumn ground,
Not discarded but strewn in offering.
Here is a golden starry vow
Of death –
Its veins emptied,
Cut off from the source of nurture,
The hardworking green of living withdrawn,
So that the hidden gold is seen, now
That life is gone.

And here is a gleaming pledge
Of life renewed –
Not withheld but only waiting,
Safe in brown armour
From the promised death and dark and cold,
For the right moments of warmth and water and sun
To dissolve its hard edges
And show its truth of tenderness and growth and green:
Life rebegun.

Here lie God’s promises upon the ground,
And whether or not we choose to pick them up,
Forever unbroken
They are here.
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Sapiens and Homo Deus  by Yuval Noah Harari
by Dick Preston

These are two books that I heartily wish I had read 70 years ago. If I had, I 
would have had a much better understanding of the world – my world – than I 
have had. I have gifted copies to my neighbour, and I urge you to get them and 
read them. His synthesis of our epic journey through millennia traces how we 
got here, and where we could end up. The “big picture” of humanity got my eager
attention at age 90 and held it for 900 pages -- no mean feat at any age. But 35 
million of his books have been sold. He has written a third book, and I will 
absolutely read it. There must be a reason.

There is very good reason indeed, but only a genius or an idiot could 
summarize his message in a review paragraph. I am neither, so I offer one of his 
engaging stories, to show the tone of thinking that informs his prose. Imagine 
that you have a chimpanzee, and a banana. You offer the banana. The 
chimpanzee is very interested. Then you tell him, “Wait! If you are willing to give
up this food now, you will have all the bananas you want in chimpanzee heaven.”
The chimpanzee does not hesitate to come and get (and eat) this banana. 
Humans, on the other hand…

Yuval Noah Harari has a Ph.D. in history from the University of Oxford, 
and is gifted with a congenially personable prose style. But there is more. He is 
both exceptionally intelligent and well-informed. “History”, he says, “is the study
of change, not just the study of the past”. And the pace of change has accelerated
extraordinarily.

When Harari read Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs, and Steel (1997: 
Pulitzer Prize), he realized that it was reasonable to write a grand historical 
synthesis, and so he did. The first volume, Sapiens, begins at our modest 
beginnings in Africa, and traces our spread all the way to our present global 
mastery. The second, Homo Deus, explores where mastery has brought us, and 
where it may take us. Mastery came slowly, often inadvertently, through endless 
hardships of pestilence, famine, war,  and then rapidly, through science. From 
The New Yorker profile, we get: “His proposition… is that humanity faces three 
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primary threats: nuclear war, ecological collapse, and technological disruption.” 
We enjoy greatly reduced suffering from hunger, sickness, and war. But artificial
intelligence (AI) poses our contemporary major challenge. Being fully alert to 
the world – especially to the growing influence of AI and especially the 
development and application of algorithms to our lives -- is now our essential 
way of thinking. Harari challenges us to ensure that we control our destiny.

Harari’s own way of thinking is to use Buddhist meditation in the service 
of humanist alertness. He spends six months a year in a silent Buddhist retreat, 
and then returns to writing and lecturing. His interview with Anderson Cooper 
on 60 Minutes is online and very engaging.

Indian in the Cabinet  by Jody Wilson-Raybould
by Dick Preston

I did not find this book an easy read, but I learned a lot about the way our 
government is organized. As she tells us near the end of her book, she is not a 
writer -- a storyteller might be more accurate. Her story imparts some useful 
information for those on the outside who are eager to get a message to those 
inside government. Here are some major points:

1.  There are more cabinet ministers (39) than the number of days in the 
month. This is a large number of people, each with specific mandates, 
and staff to assist them.

2.  Ministers may ask for an appointment to speak to the PM, or may 
write him a letter, but are expected to NOT call him or send notes.

3.  Their work is monitored by non-elected staff in the PMO.

4.  The PMO staff inform the Prime Minister as they deem it important.

5.  Writing to a minister is not likely to reach the minister. There are way 
too many letters for that.  Jody Wilson-Raybould started off trying to 
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read and respond to each, and was overwhelmed by the amount. So, staff
read them.

6.  Ministers are expected to be mindful of partisan politics. The Liberals 
are always at risk of attacks by Conservatives, the NDP, and the Greens, 
so their actions should incorporate their awareness of partisan 
consequences of their actions.

7.  Jody Wilson-Raybould takes the position that adversarial politics is 
dysfunctional and should instead be collaborative across party lines 
wherever possible. This is rare.

8.  Fellow cabinet minister Carolyn Bennett angrily tells her that she is 
“prescriptive” … meaning that Jody KNOWS what must be, and must be 
done.  She denies this, saying that she and all Indigenous people must 
have equal status in negotiations. But “must” is a prescriptive word. 
Jody sees herself as relentless in pursuit of Indigenous reconciliation, 
which requires political independence – sovereignty.

She sees the opposition between doing the right thing, and staying in 
power. But there can be no compromise. People who say that politics is “the art 
of compromise” are making a grievous error. So, yes, she is “difficult” 
(uncompromising) and not a team player. [yes, she has a superior attitude] My 
saying this is not simply resorting to a racist or sexist stereotype. It is describing 
her characteristic attitude.

But in refusing to give in on the SRC Lavalin case, she did the right thing, 
which is morally the superior thing. It was wrong of the PMO or the PM to try to 
influence in this instance because it was as the Attorney General that she was 
refusing to compromise a case in law. It cost her the job and party membership. 
Her reason was substantiated by a subsequent committee of investigation. The 
PM was unapologetic, concerned about the SNC corporation choosing to leave 
Canada, with 9,000 jobs, and thereby risking the Liberal party losing the next 
election.
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Personal ambition is shown in the leadership she was groomed for and was
exercising as Minister…. She denies having an “end game” – though reports that 
Justin Trudeau once suggested that she wanted his job. It’s worth recalling that 
Pierre Trudeau suggested the same to Jean Chretien.

Where Are They Now?
During the pandemic, Peter Cross reached out to current and former 

members and attenders of Hamilton Monthly Meeting for news of former young 
friends who have been associated with the Meeting over the years.  We welcome 
similar submissions from other former First Day School students!

Dan Cross followed his dream to live in New York close to twenty years ago. He
now lives with his wife Heather, and children Claire (13) and Ben (11), a cat and 
dog in Maplewood, New Jersey. Ben was born in the back seat of a New York 
City taxi.  The driver didn't speak good English and Dan couldn't get him to stop 
driving so the ambulance or police or whomever it was could find them.  Before 
the pandemic, Dan worked in Manhattan, but now is fortunate to be able to 
work from home. He majored in music and Jazz guitar and through that, and his
very good writing and math skills and computer knowledge, he came to the on-
line world. He works for a British events company. The family’s love for travel 
has been fostered by Heather who works in an on-line travel agency.  

Tim Cross has realized his dream of living in the country. He lives with his wife
Lucie, son Finn (8), and 6 year old twins Sophie and Emmie on a 40-70 acre 
farm north of Kingston in Verona.  Sophie and Emmie, although they are twins, 
are completely unrelated genetically.  The farm is mainly rocks and trees and 
trees and rocks with several hay fields tucked in. They have a toboggan hill 
outside their door, places to skate, the Trans Canada trail across the road and 
lots of clear lakes minutes away. They are very active and busy family. They have
a cat and dog and 14 chickens. Tim teaches high school science in Kingston. 
During the pandemic he has had periods of teaching online from home but has 
mainly taught in person.
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Memory 
by Síân Reid

When you look at a city street in an older section of town, the buildings 
often remember what they once were.  It may be a courthouse now, but once, it 
was a library.  A café now, but once, it was a bank.  A clutch of trendy condos, 
but once, it was a factory.

The land itself is older than any of these things that we have built, and it 
also remembers.  Remembers when it was not hard and busy.  Remembers when
it was grazed and plowed.  Remembers back earlier, when it was wild and 
hunted.  Remembers still earlier, when the only footsteps felt were those of the 
wild things that made their homes upon it.

Beneath the parks and pavements, beneath the poison of industry and the 
detritus of human occupation, beneath the surface-skimming veneer of 
‘civilization’, the land remembers.  We hold it only barely in check.  The land will
remember us long after we are gone, but when we are, it will be free to 
remember itself as well.
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About this Newsletter / Submission Guidelines

This Newsletter is a monthly publication of news and announcements relevant to
Hamilton Quakers. 

It is also a venue for members and attenders to share creative works or articles 
they have written on subjects that may be of interest to our Quaker community. 
As a general guideline we are looking for submissions that are inspirational and 
related to Quaker concerns, as well as announcements and news. Members 
and Attenders are encouraged to submit works for the newsletter.

Requests for newsletter items are announced after Meeting for Worship and/or 
via email during the week before Meeting for Worship for Business. Submission 
of materials implies permission to publish. Copyright for original material resides
with the author.

If the person submitting the article is unknown to the editor or if there are 
questions as to whether the article will be appropriate for the Quaker newsletter,
the editor will consult with the clerk(s) who will together discern what will be 
included. Written permission to publish must be obtained from the copyright 
holder if a submission is not the original work of the submitter, unless the works 
are in the public domain, or are covered under the creative commons license.

Hamilton Meeting reserves the right to edit submissions for length or content in 
consultation with the authors. When opinion pieces are included a line will be 
added indicating "Submissions reflect the opinions of their authors, and not 
necessarily of Hamilton Monthly Meeting".

Submissions should be directed to the current editor, Síân Reid, 
daywitch@gmail.com.
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