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Do you respect that of God in everyone though it may be expressed 

in unfamiliar ways or be difficult to discern?  Each of us has a 

particular experience of God and each must find the way to be true 

to it.  When words are strange or disturbing to you, try to sense 

where they come from and what has nourished the lives of others.  

Listen patiently and seek the truth which other people’s opinions 

may contain for you.  Avoid hurtful criticism and provocative 

language.  Do not allow the strength of your convictions to betray 

you into making statements or allegations that are unfair or 

untrue.  Think it possible that you may be mistaken.
Advices and Queries #17
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Upcoming Events and Announcements  

Upon the advice of the Meeting House Re-opening Committee, in-person 
Meeting for Worship at the Meeting House has been discontinued, at least until 
the end of the year.  Online Meeting for Worship will continue to enter silence at 
10:30 a.m.  The Clerks will try to open the Zoom space by 10:20 to allow people a
time to chat and settle in before worship begins.  The Meeting House Re-
opening Committee invites anyone with experience in medical and / or 
epidemiological issues who may wish to be involved with the committee to 
contact Wilf Ruland (deerspring1@gmail.com).

On Sunday, December 12, we will be replaying the First Day School Christmas 
video from last year during the last portion of Meeting for Worship over Zoom.

On Sunday, December 19, everyone is invited to participate in an outdoor carol 
sing outside of the Meeting House at 1:30 p.m.

From the Peace and Social Action Committee:  On Wednesday, November 24, 
Chris Hitchcock and Doug Pritchard led an excellent En-ROADS workshop 
created by Climate Interactive and MIT Sloan. En-ROADS is an interactive, role-
playing simulation model that helped participants to explore strategies to 
address climate change such as energy efficiency, carbon pricing, fossil fuel 
taxes, reducing deforestation and carbon dioxide removal. You can find more 
information about Climate Interactive and the EnROADS Climate Simulator at 
enroads.org. You can also take the training to become more informed, and, if 
interested, to be registered as an En-ROADS Climate Ambassador and deliver 
workshops yourself. As follow-up, and to shape our agenda for winter-spring 
2022, the Peace and Social Action Committee will meet on Wednesday, 
December 8, at 7 p.m.  Meetings will remain virtual, in our Zoom space, for the 
time being. Please contact Paul Dekar (pdekar@cogeco.ca) if you would like to 
be sent the link for this meeting.  

January 9 will be our next Meeting for Worship for Business.  The meeting will 
be held at 1:00 p.m. in our Zoom Meeting space, unless the Meeting House Re-
opening Committee advises otherwise.  Email will be sent inviting members and 
attenders to this meeting.
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The Reading group will not be meeting in December.  Our next meeting will be 
on Sunday, January 16 from 3 to 4 p.m. in our Zoom space.  We will be choosing 
a new book at that time, so it is the ideal time to join us!  Please contact Shirla 
(shirla766@gmail.com) to be added to the participant list.

It is time to start thinking about Half Yearly Meeting in the spring!  It is our turn
to host, so there will be tasks from cleaning and set up, to programming and 
presentations!  Please contact Alice Preston or Chris Hitchcock if you would like 
to be involved.

Canadian Yearly Meeting 2022 will be held online this year, due to the ongoing 
uncertainty of the pandemic and the need to make decisions in advance. Dates 
have not been set yet, but our in person dates had been planned for the week of 
August 12-20.  Program Committee would like to hear suggestions about 
potential themes and speakers for our online gathering. Is there someone in 
your meeting who would make a good speaker? The Sunderland P Gardner 
Lecture is an opportunity for a presentation and a pamphlet. This year we will 
have Bible Study over several days. Please send suggestions to the program-
clerk@quaker.ca

CFSC wants to make sure each Meeting is aware that their Annual 
Accountability Report is now online. It can be read at 
https://Report.QuakerService.ca (no www). The report includes a letter from 
CFSC Clerk Lana Robinson and highlights from CFSC's Indigenous rights, 
criminal justice, and peace work for the year. Their audited financial statements 
are also available: https://QuakerService.ca/2021Audit.

The end of the year is upon us, and with the Meeting House closed, anyone 
wishing to make a donation to Hamilton Monthly Meeting should mail a cheque,
made out to our Meeting, to our Treasurer, Wilf Ruland, directly (766 Sulphur 
Springs Road, Dundas, Ontario, L9H 5E3).  Donations must be received by 
January 3, 2022 to be eligible for a receipt in the 2021 tax year.  

CFSC has just sent out their year-end fundraising appeal. Please watch for it in 
the mail!
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From the Mullers

Hi all,

I wanted to extend a belated thank you to you all for hosting dad's memorial 
meeting so beautifully on the 30th.

It was a huge amount of preparation, coordination, communication, and you 
were all instrumental in making it happen, and safely.

Thank you so much -- I've had many folks reach out to say how touched they 
were by the very intimate and personal nature of the memorial meeting.  I know 
that it was very special to me, to Mom, and to our entire family, and was exactly 
what dad would have wanted.

Thanks again for moving mountains to make it happen!

Kindest regards, Krista
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Chance Met 
by Robbie McGregor

When you look in our Directory, you may wonder who Catherine Kirby is. I
would like to introduce you to Catherine, her sister Rosemary Wilson and her 
nephew Terry Wilson, the author of two books about his mother and her life.

I have had a decades-long friendship with Catherine, since she called “out 
of the blue” to find a Quaker Meeting, and I was the person in the empty 
Meetinghouse who answered the phone! She currently lives in Georgetown, and 
has worshipped with us a couple of times long ago. She is 84 and has not been 
able to return, but follows the newsletter.

Several years ago, a few of us in HMM drove to visit Rosemary’s home, and
had a silent Quaker Meeting in her living room. This was never forgotten, and 
often mentioned later.

I visit Catherine occasionally, and her talk is frequently about a memory of 
her mother speaking with her 11 living children about “the Quaker Way” and 
Quaker philosophy, to help them bring up their own children in the future. The 
family had at least five generations of Quakerism on her mother’s side, and while
they were without a local Meeting, her mother was not going to allow that 
background to fizzle out if she could help it!

Catherine and her sister Rosemary Wilson were the youngest of the family,
large even by pre-Second World War standards.  Their father, Roy Earle, worked
in sales, and eventually management, at Agfa Ansco, which sold cameras and 
film. Their mother, Janet Macdonald Earle, tended the large vegetable and 
flower gardens, painted and wove, and made and re-made clothing for her many 
children.   A cover photo on Rosemary’s son Terry’s second book about his 
mother shows the little girls looking very well dressed in these garments.  All 12 
children were born at home, including two sets of twins, a boy and a girl each 
time.  Rosemary and Catherine were born when the family was living in the 
country near Streetsville, now a part of the city of Mississauga.
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When Catherine was born, her parents already had 7 daughters and 4 
sons.  Her father was in the kitchen making tea and toast for the doctor who was
upstairs attending to her mum. Upon hearing the new baby's first cry, her
father said, "It's a boy, I can tell by its cry." Never once did he make his new
daughter feel that he was disappointed because that cry came not from a son, 
but from a ten pound baby girl.

In 1940, the family moved to a large farm on Kennedy Road, east of
highway 10, (Hurontario St.) between Steeles Ave. and Derry Rd.
and that is where Rosemary and Catherine grew up. Brampton was
the nearest town, being 3 miles to the north and east.

I knew Rosemary, before her death in 2019.  Her house was decorated with
great beauty, created out of scraps, and our conversations were adventures of the
mind and heart as Rosemary brought up query after query in our discussions 
around her table. She certainly was a brilliant and persistent “Seeker”!

Terry is working on his third book about his life with her, and without her. 
The first two books, Rosemary’s Village and In Rosemary’s Garden are 
available on Amazon.  They are gaining international attention.  Catherine 
describes the books as being “…about the life of a woman who lived her life 
according to the Quaker principles her parents used to guide them in raising 
their children. On our Mum's side, we have traced five generations of Quakers.”

“Rosemary worked tirelessly to help her neighbours, preserve the history 
of Meadowvale Village, and to actively support a variety of environmental 
causes…all the while, establishing a magnificent garden and assisting Terry in 
the building of a miniature historical Meadowvale Village.”

The garden and miniature village are now a tourist attraction. I still 
communicate with Catherine, and hope that Covid will relax enough for me to 
visit her again. Her parents’ teachings are still ringing in her ears and mine -- 
frequently discussed in our close old-lady friendship.

Isn’t this story an amazing outcome from a spontaneous long distance 
phone call?
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Sanctuary
by Sheldon Clark

The black and white pair circled,
herded, laid down, watched, attentive;
one focused, circled the near course;

the other alert, waited, focused,
crouched along the far arc,

the Good Shepherd’s crook pointed,
silently the found the

Gate to the Fold.

Jesus saith unto Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than 
these?  He saith unto him, Yea Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith 
unto him...

Feed my lambs... Feed my sheep... Feed my Sheep... Follow me.
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Review of Chief R. Stacey Laforme’s
Living in the Tall Grass – Poems of Reconciliation

by Beverly Shepard

I’ve just read a small book that I recommend to Hamilton Friends – or 
anyone, for that matter.  It’s called Living in the Tall Grass – Poems of 
Reconciliation, and it is by Chief R. Stacey Laforme of the Mississaugas of the 
New Credit First Nation. It is designated a book of poems, but in fact I would say
that a number of the pieces are prose-poems: more prose-like in wording but 
arranged as poems.  That, however, is irrelevant to the significance of this book.

Chief Laforme has had a difficult life but has overcome his disadvantages 
to get an excellent education and to expand his vision to encompass all his 
people and their history.  The poems in this collection are imbued with this 
knowledge and the way it affects him and his brothers and sisters.  Whatever you
might think of his style, I think you cannot fail to be moved by his message. In 
words full of concern, empathy, caring, and hope, he lets the reader know where 
the failings are, where the injustice lies, what the hope is, and what our work 
must be.

The book is available from the Hamilton Public Library and for sale 
through Amazon. Chief Laforme informs me he is at work on a second book.  I 
look forward to it!
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Review of Yuval Noah Harari’s
21 Lessons for the 21st Century

by Dick Preston

Following on my stated intention in last month’s Newsletter, I have indeed
read Harari’s third book and am very glad I did.  For each of his 21 
lesson/chapters, I began with some understanding of the subject, yet he has 
given me a more comprehensive level of understanding, as well as some 
unanticipated connections. These provided welcome new insights that I wish to 
commend to you. The topics are timely, and speak to my condition: 
disillusionment, work, liberty, equality, community, civilization, nationalism, 
religion, immigration, terrorism, war, humility, God, secularism, post-truth, 
science fiction, education, meaning, and meditation.

Example: On humility, he explains that it is more polite to speak critically 
of one’s own religion rather than that of other people. He makes quite a 
convincing (and somewhat polite) case for Jews being wise if they are modest 
about their religion, and generously includes many other religious traditions as 
wanting more humility. We can all benefit, having much to be humble about.

Example: His defense of secularism – his personal choice -- is not opposed
to much of the morality espoused in most religions. Secularism urges openness 
and intelligent choice, assessing limits on every kind of morality due to the 
tendency of dogmatic adherence to make us blind to societal changes. Marx was 
a secular intellectual who urged a revolution to bring about a reduction in 
human suffering, while Stalin used a (secular) distortion of Marxism to cause 
suffering and to murder millions. (rivalling killings by the big Abrahamic 
religions)

Example: “Post-truths” are not something new; they are stories we have 
always had with us. Harari makes comparisons that most of us would never look 
for – for example the Bible and a dollar bill share the need to be seen as much 
more than the paper on which they are printed. We give them the particular – 
different yet comparably important -- meanings that they have for us. Inside 
Out, an animated Disney movie, gives some important insights into how our 
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brains actually work, countering our (and Disney’s) usual stories of suffering but
finally triumphant heroes. Its worth seeing again. Knowing how the brain 
actually works is what we have “to navigate the maze of life.”

Chapter 20, “Meaning”, is his longest essay by far, and has his main point. 
Harari’s main point is profoundly challenging … and tough. Humans, unlike 
other animals, have cooperated by creating and believing stories. This has made 
possible our mastery of the world.  But reality is not a story.  Meaning is 
sometimes misleading and treacherous. To see past the stories, to reality, is to 
look at human and other animals’ suffering. Is Harari a pessimist? Or the canary
in the coal mine?

Chapter 21, “Meditation” tells us that his own solution to the problem of 
stories is through direct experience, in his case via Vipassana meditation. It is 
not the only way; it was his way. Other ways to observe our minds directly, and 
to be able to maintain our focus and explore our mind, are available:  art, sport, 
anything that involves focussing on immediate experience. The context can be 
solitary, as in meditation, or in an organization/group that you join because of 
shared interests and values. Harari recommends that you become an 
anthropologist of yourself. Self-exploration and self-understanding protects us 
against the increasing influence of algorithms. Stories do not.

From Wikipedia (edited): Algorithms are computer operations that use 
vast amounts of data about us to decide our choices for us: for example, what
school curriculum to pick, what job to apply for, but also who your one true 
love is. According to Yuval Noah Harari, this is what the future of humankind 
looks like.
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Old Field
by Beverly Shepard

This field was cleared a century ago,
or even two, but it has not been ploughed
in fifty years, or more.
Some trees have made their way into the field --
ashes, cedars, junipers, thorny shrubs.
On level land they're scattered. On a slope,
a thicket of saplings shows a later coming.
But trees are slow-paced settlers.
It will be long before this is a wood.
What catches at my breath, arrests my sight
is how the late-day light across the field
outlines with clarity the ancient furrows,
with end-of-winter grasses masked and softened
yet plain to see, the decades stripped away.
Such wounds we make, to guard our own survival.
Such staying scars we leave.
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About this Newsletter / Submission Guidelines

This Newsletter is a monthly publication of news and announcements relevant to
Hamilton Quakers. 

It is also a venue for members and attenders to share creative works or articles 
they have written on subjects that may be of interest to our Quaker community. 
As a general guideline we are looking for submissions that are inspirational and 
related to Quaker concerns, as well as announcements and news. Members 
and Attenders are encouraged to submit works for the newsletter.

Requests for newsletter items are announced after Meeting for Worship and/or 
via email during the week before Meeting for Worship for Business. Submission 
of materials implies permission to publish. Copyright for original material resides
with the author.

If the person submitting the article is unknown to the editor or if there are 
questions as to whether the article will be appropriate for the Quaker newsletter,
the editor will consult with the clerk(s) who will together discern what will be 
included. Written permission to publish must be obtained from the copyright 
holder if a submission is not the original work of the submitter, unless the works 
are in the public domain, or are covered under the creative commons license.

Hamilton Meeting reserves the right to edit submissions for length or content in 
consultation with the authors. When opinion pieces are included a line will be 
added indicating "Submissions reflect the opinions of their authors, and not 
necessarily of Hamilton Monthly Meeting".

Submissions should be directed to the current editor, Síân Reid, 
daywitch@gmail.com.
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