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Do you cherish your friendships, so that they grow 
in depth and understanding and mutual respect?  In 
close relationships we may risk pain as well as 
finding joy.  When experiencing great happiness or 
great hurt we may be more open to the working of 
the Spirit.

Advices and Queries #21
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Upcoming Events and Announcements  

Peace and Social Action Committee invites Friends to attend on Wednesday, 
April 13, at 7 p.m.  Meetings will remain virtual, in our Zoom space, for the time 
being. Please contact Paul Dekar (pdekar@cogeco.ca) if you would like to be sent
the link for this meeting.

The next meeting of the Reading group will be on Sunday, April 24 from 3 to 4 
p.m. in our Zoom space.  We will be discussing chapters 7 and 8 of Robin Wall 
Kimmerer’s Braiding Sweetgrass:  Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, 
and the Teachings of Plants.  Please contact Shirla (shirla766@gmail.com) to be 
added to the participant list.  

There will be a celebration of the life of Chris Cutler on Sunday, May 1 at 1:00 
p.m. at the McMaster Innovation Park (175 Longwood Road South, Hamilton).  
Free Parking is available.

Our next Meeting for Worship for Business has been re-scheduled to Monday, 
May 2.  The meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m. in our Zoom Meeting space, unless
the Meeting House Re-opening Committee advises otherwise.  Email will be sent
inviting members and attenders to this meeting.

From Carol Leigh:  I have enjoyed the beautiful teak writing desk which Mona 
Callin gave me when she downsized to an apartment decades ago. However, we 
are now downsizing ourselves, and no longer have a place for it. It is gracefully 
modest in size, with three shallow drawers, the top one of which locks.  So if any 
of Mona's friends would like to have it, it is available. Or if you never knew 
Mona, but need a desk...please contact me, Carol Leigh, at 519 623-2456 (until 
April 18th, after which look for our updates!)
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Camp NeeKauNis

•  Work Camp (July 2 – 9)

•  Community Camp (July 23 -29)

•  Tween Camp (August 14 – 20)

•  Family Camp (August 21 – 27)

•  Carry On Discovering  (September 7 – 14)

What about Teen Camp?  We are still searching for a Teen Camp Director.  If
this opportunity is for you, please contact neekaunis.recruiting@gmail.com
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Camp NeeKaunis is excited to announce that registration for our 
Summer 2022 Programs  is now open. Register and submit your 
deposit before May 1st and save 10% from your fees!

This summer, we are excited to offer you our regular programming 
with some exciting changes and special events that will make this a 
summer to remember! Check out our list of programs below.

https://neekaunis.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b22bb423dcca5e86dfc81a19&id=3097bcf3de&e=e78cee39b7
https://neekaunis.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8b22bb423dcca5e86dfc81a19&id=3097bcf3de&e=e78cee39b7


90th Anniversary Celebration!
July 29th – August 1

Join us for a long weekend celebration of NeeKauNis’ 90th birthday!  We 
are looking forward to celebrating and sharing memories with our Camp 
Community, and creating new ones with Friends old and new!

Working for Camp

If you’re looking for a meaningful volunteer experience, or are a certified 
lifeguard looking for a summer gig, consider NeeKauNis this summer.  We have 
various opportunities from kitchen and cook staff to programming. Visit our 
website https://www.neekaunis.org/workingforcamp or contact Camp Directors

for more information. 
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Job Opportunity

JOB OPENING: TORONTO MONTHLY MEETING PART-TIME BOOKKEEPER

The bookkeeper for the Toronto Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of 
Friends (Quakers) (aka TMM) is responsible for bookkeeping for TMM and its 
committees. Starting in mid-April 2022, this is a 24 hour/week position, with an
hourly rate of pay in the range of $25.00. The position is based in the TMM 
office at Friends House, with some flexibility for working remotely on occasion. 
Working under the oversight of the Treasurer of TMM, the bookkeeper carries 
out day-to-day accounting functions, keeps accurate computerized accounting 
records, enters payroll data, prepares the annual charity information return, 
charitable receipts and all other documents related to TMM’S charitable status, 
prepares financial statements, assists with the annual budget, schedules the 
annual audit, and performs other related tasks as required. The duties of this 
position may also include a variety of administrative tasks in support of the 
TMM Clerks and committees.

The successful applicant must have post-secondary training or certification in 
bookkeeping, or equivalent experience, and be familiar with the operations of 
not-for-profit and charitable organizations. Preferably this individual will also be
familiar with payroll and donation management software. Proficiency in 
Microsoft Word and Excel is required, and in addition, the individual will 
possess highly effective written and oral communication skills, display excellent 
organizational and time management abilities, have the capacity to pay attention
to detail, be able to work with or without supervision, and exhibit strong inter-
personal skills.  A knowledge of the practices of the Religious Society of Friends 
would be an asset. In accordance with the policies of TMM, all employees must 
be fully vaccinated against Covid-19 and must obtain a clear Vulnerable Sector 
police check.

TMM is committed to diversity and equity in employment. All qualified 
applicants are encouraged to apply on or before 8 April 2022.  Please apply 
online at https://indeedhi.re/.  Only applicants selected for an interview will be 
contacted.
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HMM Participates in City Hall Rally

by Harriet Woodside

A “Rally for a Just Transition” took place in front of City Hall on March 
12th. It was one of over 40 rallies organized throughout Canada by the Council of 
Canadians and 350.org. The goal of the rallies was to push our federal 
government to get moving on the Just Transition Act they promised during the 
2019 election. For more information about “Just Transition” go to 
https://davidsuzuki.org/project/canadas-climate-ambition/     and scroll down to “What is
a Just Transition?”

Our Quaker community had a strong presence at the Rally. I was quite involved 
in planning and organizing a creative area. I suggested that we find musicians 
and there was music at the beginning and end. Emeth and Istra Middleton 
volunteered in the creative area. Those who came were asked to draw a small 
poster starting with the words “I will….” The hope was to encourage each person 
to identify an action they can take to help our climate and community members, 
especially Indigenous and marginalized community members, as we move 
forward to create a low-carbon economy.
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Istra helped encourage people of all ages to express what they can do in words 
and pictures. The photo of the creative corner includes a young girl who is 
drawing on blue paper. She so involved that her mother repeatedly asked her to 
stop and warm her hands. Finally the mom had to pry her away.

Emeth and Don taped the posters to the back wall of City Hall. That’s 
Emeth to the right of the wall of posters. This display formed a backdrop for the 
speakers and musicians. It was an inspiring addition to the event.

Sheldon volunteered his truck to transport Meeting’s folding tables, and 
some of Shirla and Wilf’s, to the rally. This proved to be more difficult than it 
sounded! Have I mentioned that it was very cold? Freezing! And very windy — 
definitely not ideal weather. The tables were just a bit too long to slide into the 
back of the truck so it took some to-ing and fro-ing to get them in and then to 
safely secure them. Hard on fingers and backs. The five tables that Sheldon 
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transported were pretty much the only ones at the Rally and were used not only 
by the poster creators but by organizations who had brought flyers and other 
information.

Thank you to those who came out and those who wanted to come out. We 
contributed to getting people thinking about taking some action. Who knows 
what the results will be?

Second photo by Martin Reis

From Catherine Johnson

Today, at the train station after work, I interpreted Arabic for two Libyans 
who fled Ukraine, just arrived, Russian for a Moldovan who had just applied for 
citizenship in Ukraine when the war broke out, so only has a Ukrainian driver's 
licence and a Moldovan ID card but his Moldovan passport is in Ukraine and he 
doesn't yet have his Ukrainian one. His partner and kids are in Bielefeld, so I 
helped to reassure him he'd get there on a driver's licence. Helped two women 
from Dniepr who had finally come out of quarantine in the Corona wing in Tegel
get tickets somewhere. And helped 6 Azerbaijanis, including an old granny from 
just outside Mariupol get fast-tracked tickets as granny was exhausted. I asked 
them if what we heard about Mariupol was true and they said every word. They 
have enough friends in Mariupol. And loads of others, including Valentina, a 
deaf woman from Kiev, who's staying at mine overnight before heading to 
France to meet a deaf Frenchman, whose ancestors came from Ukraine in 1777!
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Name Recognition
by Harriet Woodside

Sunday morning, April 2nd, was drizzly but still about 60 supporters of 
StopSprawlHamilton (SSH) came out for a pop-up rally in front of Westdale 
Secondary School. I was there and found myself standing next to an affable man 
who, like me, was holding up a SSH lawn sign which served well as a rally 
placard.

I mentioned that a group I'm involved with is thinking about producing a 
lawn sign*. The gentleman asked, "What group?" and I said, "I'm a Quaker." 
Through the mist I sensed his ears perking up. "Oh," he said, "why didn't you say
'the Religious Society of Friends'?" I explained that most people don't recognize 
that name. He then said, with great respect, "You know, don't you, that 
American Quakers were extremely active in protests against the VietNam war. In
fact, I think their efforts were what turned public opinion around."

My takeaways? Never underestimate our reputation as activists. Never 
underestimate what a small group of people can do. Always look for ways to 
speak truth to power.

*As I write this, the Hamilton Monthly Meeting Peace and Social Action 
Committee (PSAC) is considering making lawn signs to encourage individuals to 
vote for candidates in the June 2nd provincial election who are interested in 
doing something to turn climate change around.
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Write a Love Letter
by Sheldon Clark

Paul R. Dekar in his newly released book, Thomas Merton: God’s 
Messenger on the Road towards a New World, quotes Thich Nhat Hanh 
(1967) in Chapter 5, “The Power of Silence”:

The people in the movement can write very good protest letters, but they
are not yet able to write love letters. We need to learn to write to the 
Congress and to the President of the United States (and other 
international governments and leaders) letters that they will not put in 
the trash can.  We need to write the kind of letter that they will like to 
receive.  The way you speak, the kind of language you use and the kind 
of understanding you express should not turn people off.  Because the 
people you write to are also persons like all of us.

Letters of protest to those in positions of political power are often expressions of 
righteous wrath. They express an unwritten implication that the receivers are 
ignorant of any point of view other than their own. The trap is that in expressing 
an opposing point of view, the signatory may be guilty of stumbling into the 
same trap of blindness.

It is hard work to write a letter to those in political, economic, social, and 
religious power that does not express elements of outrage, anger, frustration, 
condescension, and an “holier than thou” attitude. The slogan, “Speak truth to 
power,” is first credited in 1942 to American civil rights advocate Bayard Rustin 
(1912 - 1987), and may suggest that the concepts of truth and power are polar.  
The question is, “Are truth and power truly in opposition?”  One could argue 
that truth-telling is as much a form of power as is achieving political office, 
economic success, social recognition, or a religious title. The point is: it rests in 
how power and influence are used, which makes them either morally and 
ethically responsible, or morally and ethically reprehensible.

___________________________________________________________________________________
April 2022                                                                                                                                                    10



Dekar’s book on Merton is timely, especially given the contemporary 
violent display of armed might of the Russian-Ukraine War. Dekar explained 
Nhat Hanh’s wisdom as follows:

“Only if we establish peace in our hearts and in our ways of looking at 
things, he taught, can we begin to deal with the sources of violence and 
war: anger, fear, hatred, misunderstanding, and possessiveness.  If we 
wait until another war is imminent to begin to uproot these weeds from 
which wars take hold in our living, it will be too late” (p.57).

The Vietnam War (1954 - 1975) was controversial, cost an exorbitant 
amount of money ($168 billion, or $1 trillion in today's dollars), and killed 
approximately two million people 
(https://www.britannica.com/event/Vietnam-War). The Vietnam Conflict is still
being paid for in dollars and in collateral damage. That was then, this is now. 

The Russia-Ukraine War has cost Russia over $20 billion USD daily, plus 
there are whatever costs NATO support is incurring.  Those are merely the 
financial costs.  There are also the loss of life, destruction of the environment, 
and the long-term implications for health and welfare around the world. The 
quagmire is the same indefinite future modern warfare continues to cost 
materially, psychologically, and spiritually.

The conclusion is obvious: war is no good for anyone or anything. Pete 
Seeger’s lyrics in his 1950 folk song, “When will they ever learn?” are haunting.

The next time “we” are compelled to write a letter declaiming truth to 
power, let us be mindful of peace first in our own hearts, and also, compassion 
and empathy towards the recipients of our heartfelt concerns.  In Nhat Hanh’s 
words, let us, “Write a love letter.”
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Review of Kim Stanley Robinson’s
The Ministry of the Future

by Dick Preston

The word “Ministry” has a congenial ambiguity. It can mean inspired 
words for our edification and guidance, or it can be a political institution. 
Robinson’s book is both. The squibs on the front cover tell us that it’s “one of 
Barack Obama’s favourite books of the year”, and a less famous person calls it 
“The best science fiction nonfiction novel I’ve ever read.” 

Science fiction is not my long suit. Years and years ago I read Dune, and a 
decade or two later one or two of Ursula K. Le Guin’s novels. They had messages 
for our guidance, but didn’t convert me to their genre. Ursula’s father, Alfred 
Kroeber, was a founding father of American anthropology, and my career 
involved reading quite a lot of that scholarly tradition. 

This book is different. Robinson writes well, and much – he has already 
written 25 books. The setting is a half-century in the future, when climate 
change has resulted in lethal temperature impacts with extreme force in large 
areas. We had a small area but very tangible example last spring, when Lytton, 
British Columbia was effectively destroyed by a heat dome. At that time the 
highest temperature ever measured in Canada, 49.6C (121.3°F) was recorded. 
42C is considered lethal for even very adaptable humans. 

I believe that the narrative/science fiction aspect of this book is a vehicle to
engage us in imagining where the world is heading, and how it may survive.  The
book, taken as a whole, may be understood as a ministry, more than simply a 
climate sermon.

He begins with a story of Frank, a volunteer aid worker who chooses to 
remain behind when his team evacuates from a community in India. He sees 
that the temperature – 38C/100F – which seems manageable, keeps rising and 
rising, finally driving the village’s survivors into a nearby lake. From their 
attempt to escape the lethal heat, which rises to over 40C/107F, he may be the 
sole survivor… just barely. Soaking in the lake, he feels as though he is being 
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poached. He is saved and heals physically but not emotionally, descending into a
post-traumatic state.  He wanders, helping people where he can, fearful that 
what he has experienced is a harbinger of the world’s future. We are then 
introduced to Mary, a very capable woman who has been appointed as head of a 
UN ministry set up to deal with the climate crisis. Frank forces his way into 
Mary’s apartment tells her that her ministry is not doing enough and then 
simply leaves her to think about it. Frank is eventually arrested and jailed. Mary 
visits him.

He is right. She has tried her best and been stymied by corporate financial 
defensiveness. Secret groups have brought sabotage into play, and one 
subversive group may include members of her own ministry staff. The biggest 
obstacle that she faces is resistance by the central national banks.

Why this is the big obstacle is explained in an essay on their role in the 
world economic system. Robinson has clearly immersed himself in Keynesian 
macro-economics, and expects his readers to be able to follow along. I did, but 
found it to be a challenging lesson. Neoliberal capitalism, he explains, has 
eventuated in a grotesque wage ratio of 1500 to one. The proposed solution to 
this inequity is a new form of socialism: a global coalition of national banks that 
includes their adoption of a carbon-based currency with long term (future) 
investment benefits, and the means to track all money movements. There could 
be no more hidden fortunes.

He shows how the “Keynesian” neo-liberal economic system is driven by 
the will of a small number of oligarchs in the direction of climate violence, and 
how this might be transformed into an economic system of collaborating 
national central banks that protects us from this selfishness and the violence it 
engenders. 

But there are many more topics. There is a large inventory of green NGOs 
(real and imagined) and another of kinds of projects that can successfully 
achieve green results. Robinson has put years of research into this guidebook, 
exhorting us to think about climate change in a more useful way. Gaia looms 
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large, and a comment about Teilhard de Chardin’s “noosphere” tells me that he 
has searched for an earth-based spiritual way of making sense of it all. 

This is not so much a book as a large compilation of little books, covering a
wide range of climate related topics, wrapped in a narrative about the friendship 
of Frank and Mary. When I came to the bottom of page 563, I breathed “Thank 
Goodness!” Lots of good information, but it could have been half the number of 
pages.  Nonetheless, it is a ministry for our times, our world.

___________________________________________________________________________________
April 2022                                                                                                                                                    14



About this Newsletter / Submission Guidelines

This Newsletter is a monthly publication of news and announcements relevant to Hamilton 
Quakers. 

It is also a venue for members and attenders to share creative works or articles they have 
written on subjects that may be of interest to our Quaker community. As a general guideline 
we are looking for submissions that are inspirational and related to Quaker concerns, as well 
as announcements and news. Members and Attenders are encouraged to submit works for 
the newsletter.

Requests for newsletter items are announced after Meeting for Worship and/or via email 
during the week before Meeting for Worship for Business. Submission of materials implies 
permission to publish. Copyright for original material resides with the author.

If the person submitting the article is unknown to the editor or if there are questions as to 
whether the article will be appropriate for the Quaker newsletter, the editor will consult with 
the clerk(s) who will together discern what will be included. Written permission   to publish must  
be obtained     from the copyright holder   if a submission is not the original work of the submitter  , 
unless the works are in the public domain, or are covered under the creative commons 
license.

Hamilton Meeting reserves the right to edit submissions for length or content in consultation 
with the authors. When opinion pieces are included a line will be added indicating 
"Submissions reflect the opinions of their authors, and not necessarily of Hamilton Monthly 
Meeting".

Submissions should be directed to the current editor, Síân Reid, daywitch@gmail.com.

We acknowledge the land upon which Hamilton Friends Meeting House is located as the 
shared traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabeg, protected by the Dish 
with One Spoon Wampum Belt covenant. This historic peace agreement between the Iroquois
Confederacy, the Ojibwe, and allied nations represents a commitment to share and protect 
the land, water, plants, and animals, with respect. It is the privilege of Hamilton Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) to share in the tradition of stewardship 
of this land, which has been the environment of human beings in this territory for thousands of
years. We honour the original Peoples of this land and express a commitment to and 
gratitude for the opportunity to work together toward restorative justice and reconciliation.
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