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Children and young people need love and 
stability.  Are we doing all we can to 
uphold and sustain parents and others 
who carry the responsibility for providing 
this care?

Advices and Queries #24
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Upcoming Events and Announcements  

UNA Canada invites everyone to join them for their celebration of the 
International Day of Peace on Wednesday, September 21 at noon, at the Peace 
Garden at Hamilton City Hall.  Please bring your own chair.  This year’s theme is
“End Racism, Build Peace” and the formal program will last about an hour.

There will be a memorial meeting for Mona Callin on Saturday, September 24 at 
2:00 p.m. at the Meeting House.  A Zoom option will also be available for those 
who prefer to attend from home.

The next meeting of the Reading group will be on Sunday, September 25 from 3 
to 4 p.m. in our Zoom space.  We will be discussing the last three chapters of the 
“Braiding Sweetgrass” section of Robin Wall Kimmerer’s Braiding Sweetgrass 
(pp. 254-300).   Please contact Shirla (shirla766@gmail.com) to be added to the 
participant list.  

The Peace and Social Action Committee will be meeting on Wednesday, 
September 27 at 7 p.m.  Please contact Paul Dekar (pdekar@cogeco.ca) if you 
would like to be added to this email list.

The next Meeting for Worship for Business will be held in person at the Meeting 
House on Sunday, October 2 at 12:30 p.m.  This meeting will also be available to 
those at home on our regular Zoom link.

For those of you who picked up Vote for the Environment signs to display before
the recent provincial election, you are encouraged to hold onto them and display
them during the fall municipal election as well!

Glenna Janzen is preparing the Hamilton Monthly Meeting Directory.  If you 
have changes to your listing, please let her know.  Also, if you receive our 
Newsletter and notices, are not in the Directory, and would like to be, please 
send an email to glennajanzen@gmail.com.

Paul Dekar’s most recent book, Journeying with Hope into a New Year: 
Reflections for Advent and Christmas, is now available through Wipf and Stock. 
Each entry, for the month of December, includes a Biblical verse, a brief 
meditation, and a prayer.
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International Day of Peace
by Beverly Shepard

The celebration of the International Day of Peace next Wednesday at City 
Hall will also be a ceremony of dedication.  The Peace Garden, approved years 
ago for the City Hall grounds, started with a small circle with benches and the 
Peace Pole. Friends Ray Cunnington and Dick Preston were both instrumental in
getting that to happen, and in 2011 there was a dedication of the Pole and the 
Peace Garden, which was just getting started.  Unfortunately, various factors 
stalled the garden plans, but it was finally finished in 2020, with the installation 
of the Interfaith Peace Stone. The pandemic has caused delay of the recognition 
of this, but Wednesday's ceremony will be a re-dedication of the Peace Garden 
and a dedication of the Peace Stone. Beverly Shepard, who was involved in this 
long and complex process from the start, will be there to give a short history of 
the interfaith movement and the process leading at last to the Peace Stone and 
to pronounce the dedication. Everyone is welcome.
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Discovery
by Beverly Shepard

Even if there were no priest to call You, Lord,
I would find You.
Even if there were no preacher to exhort me,
Rabbi to teach me,
Guru to guide me,
I would come to You.

I could follow the bee,
Going with certainty
To a flower’s heart my eyes cannot perceive;
I could follow the wind,
Moving wherever it chooses
With grace, or with a power none can withstand.
Or I could stand still,
Or I could simply ask
And You are there.

You do not hide Yourself.
Even though there are
Priests and preachers,
Rabbis and gurus,
And more,
I can find You.
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CIRG report, 2018-2021 Triennium Plan
Program Review

by Paul Dekar

This is one of my periodic reports as CYM Representative to the Canadian 
Interfaith Reference Group. CIRG is a committee of the Canadian Council of 
Churches.  We seek to make meaningful CCC’s mandate to respond to Christ’s 
call for unity and peace through prayer, dialogue and Gospel witness. Yesterday, 
we reviewed our work over the last three years. Our three priorities:

1. Encouraging meaningful Christian-Muslim relationships in Canada. To 

this end, we are developing an on-line resource to enable member 
churches and individuals to deepen mutual understanding and positive 
relationships with Muslim neighbours and to counter anti-Muslim 
sentiment. This should be available by the end of the summer.

2. Encouraging and supporting CCC’s work on Christian-Jewish relationships

in Canada. To this end, we have developed a ritual of lament for the 
brokenness of the Canadian Christian Jewish Consultation, to be read 
at the end of the next CCC board meeting. We have also produced a 
document on “Holy Day Greetings to our Jewish Neighbours.”  

3. Interfaith learning and sharing.  This has been largely an internal goal, 

realized in the way we have functioned during the pandemic. Our 
priorities for the 2021-2024 triennium follow:

A. Indigenous spiritualties in an interfaith context, with emphasis on the 
variety of indigenous spiritualties. We seek to actualize commitments made in 
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission report, the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the CCC Expression of 
Reconciliation. Twice we have met with indigenous and parliamentary leaders 
seeking to bring these documents to life, honouring and, in conversation with 
indigenous partners to follow through commitments already made. We are 
especially mindful of the need to “walk the talk.”  
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B. Articulating and showcasing interfaith or religious responses to the 
contemporary challenge of racism. Like our first, this is a high societal agenda 
priority. We are seeking to hone the questions and reflections around racism 
specific to interfaith work and how congregations or members are responsive. 

C. Finalize the Christian-Muslim online resource and continue to resource 
the General Board and CCC member churches’ relationships with Jewish 
communities

Struck by how much we have accomplished despite or perhaps as one 
positive consequence of not meeting in person, I must highlight the facilitating 
skills of Maria Simakova of the CCC staff. Peter Noteboom, CCC’s General 
Secretary, has attended several meetings and confirmed CIRG’s importance. 

I have found this work challenging, robust and important. While these issues 
have a place in the CCC (for example its Commission on Justice and Peace) and 
in Quaker life (CIRG work has overlapped with my CFSC role) CIRG offers 
theological reflection through the perspective of Christian interfaith leaders and 
offers opportunities for conversation or resources for laity and denominational 
leaders. We have had a measure of success in lifting up the call for Christian 
(and inter-religious) unity and offering leadership in Canadian interfaith 
initiatives. Understanding that we are on a journey in relation to our priorities, 
we seek to build and maintain mutual respect through listening and to generate 
useful documents and taking steps from aspirational to action.  
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William Leddra: A Biographical Note
submitted by Sheldon Clark

LEDDRA, WILLIAM (d. 1661), quaker, was a Cornishman (Whiting) who early 
emigrated, or was probably transported on account of his religious professions, 
to Barbadoes. He was a clothier by trade (New Englands Persecutors Mauled, 
by Philalethes, i.e. Thomas Maule), and was a zealous minister among the 
quakers.

In March 1658 he first landed in the English colony of Rhode Island. All 
the New England settlements were opposed to the admission of quakers. They 
were usually subjected to barbarous flogging with knotted and pitched cords on 
landing, and were promptly banished. When Leddra arrived the assembly had 
just passed a law imposing a fine of 100l. upon any person who should introduce
one or the 'cursed sect' into the territory, with a further penalty of 5l. for every 
hour the outlaw was concealed. The quaker who remained was, on his first 
apprehension, to have one ear cut off; on the second the other ear; and on the 
third to have the tongue bored through. An order also was given empowering the
treasurers of the counties to sell the quakers to any of the plantations (Neal, 
Hist. i. 304).

Despite these regulations Leddra passed from Rhode Island to 
Connecticut, but there he was arrested and banished. A month later he 
proceeded northward to Massachusetts, and was welcomed by the few quakers 
in Salem. A meeting in the woods about five miles distant was broken up; Leddra
was taken back to Salem, and thence to Boston, where he was imprisoned, kept 
without food, and for refusing to work was flogged. With an old man named 
William Brend and John Rous [q. v.] he was soon subjected to such indignities 
that the inhabitants of the town were moved to pay the prison fees and defray 
the cost of removing Leddra and his fellow-prisoners to Providence, on pain of 
death should they return.

Undaunted by the execution of Robinson, Stevenson, and Mary Dyer in 
1659 and 1660, Leddra returned at once and openly to Boston to visit some of 
his co-religionists in prison. In April 1659 he was once more arrested and 
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imprisoned, but was ultimately released. In October 1660 he went through the 
same experiences in Boston, and spent the winter chained to a log of wood in an 
open cell. On 9 Jan. 1661 he was brought before Governor Endicott, his secretary
Rawson, and the court of assistants. He was told that he had incurred the 
penalty of death, and upon asking what evil he had done was informed that he 
had refused to put off his hat, and had said 'thee and thou.' 'Will you then.' he 
asked, 'hang me for speaking English, and for not putting off my clothes?' 'A 
man may speak treason in English,' was the answer. He was condemned, and 
was executed on Boston Common on 14 Jan. He was the last quaker executed in 
New England, and before the close of the year an order for the liberation of all in
prison was obtained by Edward Burrough [q. v.] from Charles II.

During his imprisonment Leddra wrote an epistle to Friends in New 
England, and another dated the day before his death. These were immediately 
printed in London as 'An Appendix to New England Judged.' 1661; reprinted 
1667, together with 'The Copy of a Letter from a Stranger to his Friend, touching 
the Death of W. Leddra,' dated Boston, 26 March 1661. In the following year 
these tracts were translated into Dutch, and printed in Amsterdam (Collectio, p. 
242). They were reprinted London 1669 and 1770, also by Sewel and Besse. The 
first was reprinted in 'New England Judged.' ed. 1703.

[The tracts mentioned; Besse's Sufferings, ii. 213-19; Bishop's New England Judged, 1661; 
Robinson and Leddra, Epistles, 1669; Norton's New England's Ensign, 1659; Croese's Hist, of
Quakers, 1696; Sewel's Hist, of the Rise, &c, ii. 472-7; Bowden's Hist. of Friends in America, 
vol. i. passim; Whiting's Cat. 1708; Neal's Hist. of New England, 1720, vol. i.]

Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900/Leddra, William
Dictionary of National Biography, 1885-1900, Volume 32 Leddra, William by

Charlotte Fell Smith

This article is reproduced from wikisource.org under Creative Commons license.
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A Prayer
by Dorothy Trimble

God, my constant companion and source of inner strength,
Thank you, for Your many blessings.
Let my life be guided by Your Love.

May I have the strength, wisdom and courage
to respond to the promptings of the Light within.

May I be sensitive, understanding and compassionate
in my relations with others.

May I seek and find that which is good,
true, beautiful, and joyous.

May I seek the truth, so that Your Will may be done.
Amen.

Reprinted with the permission of Ginny Walsh, executor of the estate of Dorothy Trimble.
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Review of Tomson Highway’s
Perpetual Astonishment: A Memoir

by Dick Preston (part 2 of 2)

The next pages would be expected to take us beyond adolescence to a 
remarkably gifted adulthood.  Tomson Highway becomes a successful concert 
pianist, composes a beautiful melodic piece in memory of his brother Renee, 
tries his hand as a social worker on reserves, as an award-winning playwright 
and founder of Native Earth Performing Arts, as author of several books, and he 
comes across as a warm and friendly person. But this does not come in his 
memoir.

Sit back, close your eyes, and imagine the 15 year old, now on his way to 
high school in Winnipeg, then to the Faculty of Music at the University of 
Toronto, and on to adult notoriety as an artist at the Steinway.  He becomes an 
award winning playwright, and is an author of several books. Standing beside 
him is Joe Highway, his deceased and much-loved brother Renee, victim of 
AIDS, and Tomson, being pulled by eight huskies while having a warm nap in a 
dream dogsled that carries him through life, an adult life that does not grace the 
pages of this memoir.

Why doesn’t he tell us about it? He is first and always a Cree. Instead of 
setting himself up as an individual, in this memoir he has embedded himself in 
his childhood environment, and told us in detail about some of its animals, 
especially the loons and arctic terns, whose environment he shares and remains 
astonished at. Speaking about his own prominence would be bad taste, and he is 
a very good writer.

------------------------------ 

My daughter Jenn spent two years as his office manager at Native Earth 
Performing Arts, and got to know Tomson quite well. When one of Jenn’s M.A. 
committee members challenged her right to speak about Tomson’s plays, as an 
appropriation of Native voice (per contemporary media complaints by 
individualist Ojibwa Leonore Keeshig-Tobias). Jenn asked Tomson. He looked 
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up from his work and said, “Oh, fxxx that. The only sin a writer can commit is to 
write badly.”

In a small gala following the opening of a new play, I asked him if he was 
doing, for Native stories, what Bartok did for Magyar folk music. At first he 
thought I had said “bar talk” but then realized I was speaking of the composer 
and pianist Bela Bartok. “Precisely.”

At Jenn’s wedding, he mentioned a recent “mixed” Native-non-Native 
marriage that he knew of, and told me that he found it encouraging. His own life 
situation has been a gay relationship with a non-Native. And his humour 
continues. “If you want to know how much I weigh, you will have to pick me up!”
The gentle joke was on his Prague audience who were wondering just what he 
was made up of.

We listened to him in St. Catherines, at the concert grand piano, playing 
his very beautiful and melodic composition in memory of his brother Renee. And
he remembered, across many years, that I was “Dick”, not Richard.
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About this Newsletter / Submission Guidelines

This Newsletter is a monthly publication of news and announcements relevant to Hamilton 
Quakers. 

It is also a venue for members and attenders to share creative works or articles they have 
written on subjects that may be of interest to our Quaker community. As a general guideline 
we are looking for submissions that are inspirational and related to Quaker concerns, as well 
as announcements and news. Members and Attenders are encouraged to submit works for 
the newsletter.

Requests for newsletter items are announced after Meeting for Worship and/or via email 
during the week before Meeting for Worship for Business. They are due by the Friday before 
Business Meeting.  Submission of materials implies permission to publish. Copyright for 
original material resides with the author.

If the person submitting the article is unknown to the editor or if there are questions as to 
whether the article will be appropriate for the Quaker newsletter, the editor will consult with 
the clerk(s) who will together discern what will be included. Written permission   to publish must  
be obtained     from the copyright holder   if a submission is not the original work of the submitter  , 
unless the works are in the public domain, or are covered under the creative commons 
license.

Hamilton Meeting reserves the right to edit submissions for length or content in consultation 
with the authors. When opinion pieces are included a line will be added indicating 
"Submissions reflect the opinions of their authors, and not necessarily of Hamilton Monthly 
Meeting".

Submissions should be directed to the current editor, Síân Reid, daywitch@gmail.com.

We acknowledge the land upon which Hamilton Friends Meeting House is located as the 
shared traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabeg, protected by the Dish 
with One Spoon Wampum Belt covenant. This historic peace agreement between the Iroquois
Confederacy, the Ojibwe, and allied nations represents a commitment to share and protect 
the land, water, plants, and animals, with respect. It is the privilege of Hamilton Monthly 
Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) to share in the tradition of stewardship 
of this land, which has been the environment of human beings in this territory for thousands of
years. We honour the original Peoples of this land and express a commitment to and 
gratitude for the opportunity to work together toward restorative justice and reconciliation.
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